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The picture of the Christian in his active relations to
society is complete. So far as society is the passive object
of his cares, it is in this way that he will deal with it.
But cases arise in which the initiative is not in his hands.
It is important to know not merely how he will treat
others, but also how he will receive others' treatment of
himself. So long as this treatment is good and bene-
volent, the Enthusiasm of Humanity will but make na-
tural gratitude more lively. But when it is injurious how
will the Christian deal with it ?
Now it was on the treatment of injuries that Christ
delivered the third of those special commands of which
mention has been made. The famous sentences of the
Sermon on the Mount which refer to this subject will
at once occur to the reader, but there is another precept
which it is important to bear in mind at the same time.
Li the Sermon on the Mount he bids his followers bear
with absolute passive tolerance the most contumelious
injuries: c If a man smite thee on the one cheek, turn
to him the other also/ &c. But the other precept is
different: ' If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke
him, and if he repent forgive him.' Now the difference
between these two precepts is not slight but substantial.
The first distinctly forbids resenting an injury, the second
as distinctly commands it. The expression, 'Turn to him
the other also,' in the first is evidently selected with
care to convey an extreme degree of uncomplaining sub-
mission. It is the direct opposite of the phrase, * Eebuke
him,' which occurs in the other precept. And that by
* Eebuke him,' Christ did not mean a faint expostulation,
appears from what follows. For he adds: 6 If your brother
will not hear you, bring it before the church; and if he

